1.11 The Phosphorus Cycle (Sec 4.4 pg 98-100)
· Your body absolutely requires phosphorus. 
· It is used for making DNA, RNA, and other important organic compounds such as the cell membrane of every one of your cells!
· Most things that we need exist as a gas at some point (oxygen, carbon, nitrogen), but phosphorus doesn’t. It is unique in that it does not have a gas phase in its cycle. There are two cycles associated with phosphorus, the short cycle and the long cycle. 
· Short cycle = is called this because it takes less time for the phosphorus to cycle. 
i. Organisms die releasing phosphorus into the soil and water.
ii. New producer absorbs the phosphorus from the soil. 
iii. New consumer eats the producer.
· Long Cycle = is called this because it can take thousands and millions of years. ( a very long cycle)
i. Organism dies and the elements in the body get deposited on the ocean floor.
ii. The ocean floor forms sedimentary rock.
iii. The rock eventually is exposed to weather and the phosphorus in the rock dissolves.
iv. The water and phosphorus are absorbed by a plant.
v. The plant is eaten by a consumer.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A fungi living near the roots of plants help them dissolve and absorb phosphorus. These fungi are called mycorrhizae.

